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The possibility that intelligent life exists
somewhere in the vastness of space will be
explored in a course to be offered in Stock-
ton by Stanislaus State College.

“I definitely feel there’s mtelhgenr life
someplace in the Milky Way galaxy,” the
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but with an open sacnuﬁcmmd" said

'V.Pabon

“We're going to tty to nge people who

* are‘interested in life in the universe a good,’

solid foundation. so that they can make
judgments on their own.’

Students will learn the criteria to appiy to -

quamons of whether life couid spring forth
on’ various planets, will discuss ways to
establish communication in the event con-
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said. “We're going 0 approach it from the
layman'’s point of view.’ -
-He said the question of “flying saucers’’

- comes up frequently and will be part of the

course. Students will learn to critically ex-
amine out-of-focus photographs of claimed
extraterrestrial craft.

Pabon said one such plcture on the front

page of the National Inquirer newspaper a
few years ago, was.easy to spot as a fake:

instructor, Anthony Pabon, said from Los  tact is made and will receive a general it was the top of a Corning coffeepot.
Medanos Community College in Pittsburg,  overview of astronomy to permit them to- It was obvious to me because I had just
where he is planetarium director. : consxderthequesnonsmtemgently * bought one for my wife,” Pabon laughed. "

““There’s even a small chance there might
be intelligent life on earth,”” he chuckled.

Pabon’s joke illustrated his approach to
-ﬂwcoumwmchmdwgnedforthelay
person although it will be a serious exami-
nation of the latest facts and theories about

Topics- will include the differences in the
passageof time experienced by space tra-
velers and colleagues on their home planet
—andhowtoevalua!e repomoL_f}m

ucers.”
We'renotgomgmbeduckmganyof‘

The course -also will examine the various

forms that life could take, given the condi-
tions on various planets.

“Actually, some things in microbiology
and marine biology are more exotic than
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the question of extraterrestrial life. these. On the other hand, we’re not going to . :
- Pabon’s credennals for teachmg the

“We'll be.usmg the scnennfxc method . ﬂu-ow in mathemancal equauons." Pabon
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course include his master’s degree in phys-
ics and advanced course work in astrophys-
ics from the University of California at San
Diego, research in laser development, work
in trajectories for the Apollc program and
some 15 years of teachmg in California com- -
munity colleges and giving public and class-
room lectures. -

"Pabon, who lives in Rohnert Park, taught
an astronomy course in Stockton last sum-
mer for Stanislaus State and has scripted a
monthly television program on astronomy
for Chabot College. :

. The course, entitled “Search for Extra
_terrestrial Life," will be offered on the Deita
College campus. Information regarding it
and other upper-division courses offered in
Stockton through Stanislaus State College
may be obtained through the Turlock-based
college’s -Stockton center at 209 N El
Dorado St

Stanislaus State's spring term begins Feb. -
17.. Those wishing to take courses must -
make regular application to the college, and -
should act soon to permit time for process-.
ing of transcripts and applxcatmn papers.’ f"

Ty

i e IS s




